INDOOR  STUDIES

cult to see how Christianity, as a people's religion^
can be preserved by its natural or verifiable truth
alone. This natural truth the world has always had;
it bears the same relation to Christianity that the
primary and mineral elements bear to a living
organism: what is distinctive and valuable in Chris-
tianity is the incarnation of these truths in a living
system of beliefs and observances which not only
take hold of men's minds, but which move their
hearts.

We may extract the natural truth of Christianity,
a system of morality or of ethics, and to certain
minds this is enough; but it is no more Christianity
than the extract of lilies or roses is a flower garden.
ttReligion/* Arnold well says, "is morality touched
with emotion/'   It is jusif this element of emotion
which we should lose if we reduced Christianity to
its natural truths.  Show a man the natural or scien-
tific truth of answer to prayer, that is, that answer to
prayer is a purely subjective phenomenon, anii his
lips are sealed; teach him the natural truth, of salva-
tion by Jesus Christ, namely, that self-renunciation,
that love, that meekness, that dying for others, is
saving, and the emotion evaporates from his religion.
It is, he says, the natural truth of Christianity
that he is after: but it is not the natural truth that
the world wants; it is not this that has saved men
and that still saves them, that is, holds them up
to the standard of their better selves, and sustains
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